

Amended 2/4/19



Enacted 2/12/19

Introduced by Council Member Freeman and Co-Sponsored by Council Member Morgan and amended by the Transportation, Energy and Utilities Committee: 

ORDINANCE 2019-25-E
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING AN HONORARY STREET DESIGNATION AND ASSOCIATED ROADWAY MARKERS; ESTABLISHING AN HONORARY STREET DESIGNATION ON GOODRICH ROAD EXTENDING FROM WILSON BOULEVARD TO MOSES STREET FOR GARY LEE MILLS, SR.; PROVIDING FOR THE INSTALLATION OF TWO HONORARY ROADWAY MARKERS TO BE LOCATED IN APPROPRIATE LOCATIONS ON THE DESIGNATED ROADWAY IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 10; HONORING THE LEGACY OF GARY LEE MILLS, SR. AND RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF GARY LEE MILLS, SR.; WAIVING THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 745.105(I)(2), ORDINANCE CODE, THAT THE HONOREE BE DECEASED FOR FIVE YEARS; DIRECTING LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO FORWARD THE ORDINANCE TO THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Gary L. Mills, Sr., a native of Jacksonville, served in the United States Air Force until his honorable discharge in 1977; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Mills worked as a certified aircraft mechanic for over 20 years with Naval Depot (NADEP) in Jacksonville, Florida; and 

WHEREAS, in 1997, Mr. Mills co-founded the School of Success Academy (SOS), a charter middle school, and through this venture, he made a positive impact on the lives of thousands of students, staff, and parents; and 
WHEREAS, to date, SOS remains the oldest operating charter school in Duval County; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Mills was very active in the community volunteering with several organizations including Project S.O.C.K. (Save Our Community and Kids), Sweetwater Athletic Association (SWAA), the Potter's House Christian Academy Football Team, the Mary L. Gibbs Boys and Girls Club, Sweetwater Community Association, Sweetwater Neighborhood Watch, and SHADCO; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Mills resided for more than 10 years within 5 miles of the street being proposed for the honorary designation; and
WHEREAS, on October 12, 2018, and November 13, 2018, the Planning and Development Department mailed written notifications to the sole affected property owner concerning the proposed honorary street designation, and requested their written consent or objection to the proposed honorary street designation (See attached Exhibit 1); and
WHEREAS, because the sole affected property owner whose address is assigned to the street designated for honorary markers did not return the requested form to the Planning and Development Department, the sole affected property owner is deemed to have consented to the honorary designation of the street; and

WHEREAS, a private donor has remitted funds to satisfy the cost for the honorary markers (See attached Exhibit 2); and

WHEREAS, the Council finds that the accomplishments of Gary Lee Mills, Sr. are worthy and deserving of a form of recognition that the City of Jacksonville and Gary Lee Mills, Sr.’s family, friends, and colleagues can share and celebrate in, to wit: the creation of an honorary street designation and the installation of two appropriate honorary roadway markers on Goodrich Road extending from Wilson Boulevard to Moses Street in Council District 10; now therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Goodrich Road to receive an honorary street designation for Gary Lee Mills, Sr. Goodrich Road extending from Wilson Boulevard to Moses Street in Council District 10 shall hereby be designated as contemplated by Section 745.105(j), Ordinance Code, for Gary Lee Mills, Sr. A map of the road designation is attached hereto as Exhibit 3.

Section 2.

Honorary Roadside Markers for Gary Lee Mills, Sr. to be installed. Two honorary roadside markers, as contemplated by Section 745.105 (j), Ordinance Code, recognizing and honoring Gary Lee Mills, Sr. shall be placed in appropriate locations on Goodrich Road.
Section 3. 
Waiver of Section 745.105(i) (2). Section 745.105(i) (2), Ordinance Code, requiring the approval of honorary designations only for persons who have been deceased for 5 years is hereby waived due to the fact that the honoree has not been deceased for 5 years, and recognition for the honoree is long overdue.  


Section 4.

Directing Legislative Services to forward a copy to the Planning and Development Department. The Chief of Legislative Services is requested to send a copy of this legislation, once enacted, to the Planning and Development Department, Addressing Unit, for processing, implementation, and coordination with the Public Works Department, Traffic Engineering Division and other affected agencies and organizations.

Section 5.

Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.
Form Approved:

/s/Cherry Shaw Pollock______
Office of General Counsel
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